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SURVEY AND COMMENT. 
Illness of Professor Hyslop. 


His associates are much distressed to be compelled to an- 
nounce that the secretary-treasurer and managing director of 
the American Society for Psychical Research, Professor James 
H. Hyslop, who has not been in vigorous health for some time, 
has suffered a severe relapse and is unable to give his personal 
attention either to research or to the editorial management of the 
publications. He is gradually improving and it is hoped that in 
time he may be restored to vigor and health. 

It is fortunate that in large part the material for the next 
three or four numbers of the Journal had already been prepared 
by Professor Hyslop before his illness set in. Miss Tubby, who 
has long been his assistant in connection with this work will 
remain actively in charge subject to the president of the Board of 
Trustees of the Institute. She has also been elected assistant- 
secretary [1918] and as such is performing Professor Hyslop’s 
duties as secretary during his enforced absence. His duties as 
treasurer devolve upon the assistant-treasurer and member of the 
board of directors, Mr. Lawson Purdy. 

The scientific work of the Society is proceeding under Dr. 
Prince, who has long been associated with Professor Hyslop and 
who, as a skilled and careful scientific investigator, is well-known 
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to members of the Society. This work is subject also to the 
supervision of the president of the Board of Trustees, together 
with the advice of members of the council composed of leading 
scientists interested in this subject. 

The special investigations which Professor Hyslop had been 
carrying on with Mrs. Chenoweth were brought to a close, both 
for reasons stated in his communication in a recent number of 
the Journal and also because of his failing strength. It is not 
expected to renew them in the immediate future, but instead to 
encourage other lines of investigation which were already open 
and also the opening of new lines. 














Consulting Spirits. 


CONSULTING SPIRITS. 
By James H. Hystop. 


Thousands of people consult fortune tellers and professional 
mediums on the personal matters of their lives and are either 
mulcted by them where they are frauds or follow advice which 
is worthless where the information is honestly given. Perhaps 
more people consult mediums for personal help in financial and 
matrimonial matters than those who have an interest to know 
whether they live after death. It has been this aspect of the 
subject that has disgusted intelligent people and made it almost 
impossible to give a correct idea of what the scientific problem is. 
I wish in this brief paper to discuss a case which came under my 
own experiments and which is an excellent one for delivering a 
lesson on the consultation of mediums and following their advice 
without the use of one’s own judgment. There is a prevalent 
opinion that spirits are better qualified to give advice than living 
people and it may be true that some of them are so, but there is 
no such knowledge of them as justifies any general reliance on 
their influence and advice such as people are inclined to give to 
them. While there is evidence enough that spirits exist and can 
communicate with the living under, perhaps, rare conditions, it 
is at least true that our knowledge of their condition is too small 
to make advice anything to be implicitly followed. There are 
sporadic indications of their influence on the living in various 
ways and we do not know the limits of it, but this influence is of 
a kind in many cases to make intelligent people distrust implicit 
obedience to suggestions made from that side. We require, as 
in normal life, to verify their statements and advice and to test 
it by our normal experience before giving it heed. Too many 
people assume that the conditions for a spiritual life are the same 
for all of those who have passed the gates of death. But there 
is no evidence for this. On the contrary, such evidence as we 
have shows that we are just the same after death as before and 
no great change in knowledge and character takes place. No 
extended illumination on the nature of the universe is occasioned 
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by mere death. It is even possible that, in some cases at least, 
greater limitations exist than when living. There is much evi- 
dence to suggest or to show that many are in what has been called 
an “ earth-bound ” condition. Exactly what this means we have 
not yet been able to determine. But there is some evidence that 
it involves lingering in our earthly memories and interests with 
a dream like state in which our own mental states are taken for 
realities, just as in ordinary hallucinations. This may be only a 
temporary state and it may not long affect those who have led 
a spiritual life. But while it does last it certainly disqualifies 
the individual for giving advice on the basis of any increased 
powers or knowledge immediately after death. 

All this will come up for discussion later when I have given 
the facts which will serve as a text for comments. It is the 
first instance in which I have had any opportunity for studying 
the matter at first hand. The work that I have done has always 
been for the proof of personal identity. I was never interested 
personally in consulting spirits for the direction of my personal 
affairs and usually sitters preferred to be convinced of survival 
rather than consult the psychic for advice. But a few sitters 
were desirous of making inquiries regarding personal affairs and 
some interesting results came about. It is one of those cases that 
is a most instructive one for our purpose. It involved the ques- 
tion of matrimony. 

A lady lost her husband and in her doubts about survival 
sought my help to ascertain if her husband survived. I con- 
ducted the experiments in the usual way with precautions that 
shut out any possible knowledge of the sitter from Mrs. Cheno- 
weth. The deceased husband gave most excellent evidence of 
his identity. He told the exact manner of his death which was 
very different from what would be supposed in the circum- 
stances, gave the pet names of his children, the names of several 
of his intimate friends, none of which did I know, and men- 
tioned a number of important incidents in his life. One incident, 
tho not evidence of his personal identity from memory, is one 
of the best I ever received from a communicator. It cannot 
be detailed here because it would lead to the discovery of his 
identity here when the detailed record is published. - But it is 
not necessary to dwell on the matter of his identity and the 
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evidence for it, as that is not concerned with our present problem. 
Besides so many others have proved their identity and this evi- 
dence is published, that it must suffice to state that the same 
kind of evidence came in this instance. 

In the course of the year the widow was pursued by suitors 
for matrimony, and one in particular was the subject of con- 
sideration by her. I did not know these facts. But she asked 
me to have some sittings for her and to ask her husband, de- 
ceased, if he had any advice for her. I held sittings for the 
purpose of giving him an opportunity to communicate. I did 
not mention his name, because he had never succeeded in giving 
all of it, and I make it a practice never to call for a person by 
name until he has given it. There was some difficulty in getting 
him. He did not appear on the first day intended for him, but 
he did come the second day and there was much difficulty in con- 
vincing me that the right person was present. This was partly 
due to the fact that I did not know the relevance of some things 
that were said. But before the two sittings were finished I 
found who it was, tho the most pertinent things I did not know 
at the time and had no means of understanding them. 

Two months later I gave the same communicator a chance to 
try again. After correct allusion to his wife’s sorrows he re- 
ferred to “a coming event” which was not intelligible to me at 
the time. But the communicator broke down and resumed the 
thread of it a little later in the following: 


You know there is a group of relatives who are watching her 
every move and they are not confined to her side of the family 
alone, for some of my folks are at the same time watching out for 
the future for her. I do not mean business altogether but that is 
in a measure a part of the care of course. But there is something 
which she is troubled about aside from that and it is of great mo- 
ment for her, but it will come out all right. 


This does not explain itself or look like anything that is 
evidential and it is not such. But the sequel shows that it 
probably referred to the “ coming event ” mentioned above, and 
immediately following was a reference to her “ health and bodily 
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conditions ’’ which were an important obstacle to the fulfillment 
of the “ coming event.” 

On the next day, very soon after the automatic writing be- 
gan the subject was resumed and the following came: 


I must try and do some work which will help my wife to be 
prepared for the new burdens which are to fall on her. 

(What are they ?) 

Sweet burdens which would be no burden if I were in her home 
to receive the great joy. 

(Specify the nature of the burden, if you please.) 

I am trying to get it down in words. 

(All right.) 

It is in my mind and I think in yours but I have no help from 
these people because of its private and secret nature. Do you 
understand my position? 

(Yes, perfectly.) 

For I am able to see some good pictures of the future for her 
and it, but I know the shock of death and all the incidents of the 
horror and pain and sorrow and sleepless night are not the con- 
ditions best for assurance in such a case. I have seen the many 
gifts. Is that plain to you? 

(Yes, perfectly.) 

Gifts that are meant to draw the mind from the past to a com- 
ing event. 


Then followed another communicator who lost his life in the 
same way and at the same time, and he made direct reference 
to “ offspring ” in the very first sentence after the above quoted 
passage, showing what “the coming event” implied. I had 
conjectured what the phrase “ coming event ” meant tho I knew 
nothing about the facts till a month later. They referred to re- 
marriage, and later communications showed that the whole affair 
was worked up from the spiritual side. A later message showed 
also what the “ sweet burdens” meant and the expression was 
quite correct for the facts as told me. Subsequent incidents 
show how it was all planned and influence exercised to bring 
about the union. 

On the next day the communications were resumed and. the 
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name of the lady given clearly. She was in Europe at the time 
and the message advised her to return to this country. Her letter 
to me had shown that she was in great distress of mind. After 
advising her return there came the message: 


I want you to have the realization of the companionship which 
I love to have. Is X what you want. [The X was repeated several 
times. | 


Now marriage is clearly hinted at here and X is the initial 
of the person whom he wanted to marry her and who had pre- 
viously proposed. But the evidence does not become clear as yet 
and the above passages are quoted only for the purpose of es- 
tablishing the connections. 

A month later the son came to have sittings. The mother 
directed me to ask her husband for some advice on a matter 
which she did not explain to me, as she wanted to see what 
would be said in her absence, to exclude mind-reading from the 
result. The son knew nothing about the facts. As there had 
been so little evidence in the general communications and appar- 
ently no promise of getting the message about the advice, I asked 
that Imperator try to help the man get the message on the de- 
sired point, about which I knew nothing whatever. On the 
second day of the son’s series the following pertinent message 
came with the help of one of the Imperator group. 


The mother need not hesitate about taking the step which will 
bring them all together once more. The plans include two groups 
of people separated by the tragedy of the father’s death and to 
serve both groups the change will be best. 


This was a straight shot at the right point. Two groups of 
people had been separated by the father’s death and it was one 
man in the other group that had proposed marriage to the lady. 
She recognized the pertinence of the message at once and further 
facts regarding the situation came later. 

The next week the lady came for sittings herself and I 
wished to have the subject of the advice made clearer. Her hus- 
band began the communications, but besides mere general talk 
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that was not evidential, he broke down and Jennie P. had to in- 


tervene. In the course of her writing I brought the matter up 
to her. 


It is the same gentleman who has been here before and he has 
made some plans about some future. Perhaps you do not know 
who it is. 

(No, I do not know and it makes no difference to me, but it 
would be important to tell exactly what the plan is.) 

Yes, you do not recall the gentleman who came last week. 

(Yes, I do, and he referred to a message saying that there 
should be no hesitation in taking the step. Now what step is that?) 

Are you asking me or do you wish to wait until he returns? He 
had in his plan something to say about a step which involves a 
change for another, but there is another matter of which he has 
today spoken. 


This was not made any clearer and I showed a little impa- 
tience at it and the result was a change of control and the follow- 
ing message: “‘ Cross and settle. Baby.” It was quite difficult 
to get this through, but tho I did not understand it at the time it 
became perfectly clear when the facts were explained to me. 
The man had no children and wished to have a child as an heir. 
The lady would obtain additional financial help by the marriage 
and so a “ cross settlement ’’ would follow such a union. 

But the definite step was not yet defined and when the sub- 
ject was spontaneously resumed later I undertook to clear it up. 
It came in the following passage. The name Jack, which was 
wrong, had been given for him, tho his name was John. 


I have been trying and made some sign to you in another place. 
I tried to speak to you, not write like this. There was an effort to 
write, but it was for you. Have you not received the message? 
Jack. 

(We got the name Jack in connection with you, but your wife 
said it was wrong, and apparently it had the effect of bringing 
another person to spoil the message. ) 

That is just why I refer to it now to tell you that I was at that 
time trying to write something especially good for you. That was 














Consulting Spirits. 125 


when you were away and I was trying by myself. Do you know 
about a conversation with a man who had some of our business to 
look after and who has been very punctilious about everything and 
it is not fully settled yet, and it is a matter of some interest to me, 
because of a future which may make better conditions for you 
financially. I am not at all fearful about the final outcome and 
settlement, and I know that the plans you are now making may be 
carried out without any further delay or uncertainty on your part. 
All the break and change had to come, but now there will be clearer 
sailing. 

(1 understand that the change refers to matrimony. Is that 
right?) [I was impatient with the perpetual dodging of the 
question. | 

Yes. 

(Well, is it perfectly safe for the wife to assume motherhood ?) 

It is best so and will bring the peace which is to be the crown 
after sorrow. I am only for the best to come to all. It will in no 
way lessen my devotion. Do you understand? 

(Sitter: Yes, I do.) 


The lady had had some intimations from two or three other 
sources of the plan which her husband here mentions and an 
indication that it had to be settled in this month. It was a plan 
that involved financial advantages to her. But I knew facts 
which made it rather risky physically to assume motherhood and 
they were both age and the consequences of a very dangerous 
operation. Moreover I had every reason to believe that the 
communicator was “ earthbound” and in no fit state either to 
influence such an arrangement or to advise it. There were sev- 
eral indications of this in the messages and more particularly the 
personal experiences of the lady that were of a psychic nature. 
I believed that the communicator was totally unfit to give advice 
on the matter and so was desirous of seeing what the reaction 
would be to my query. It was characteristic and true to the 
knowledge which he had of her, and in a way which I cannot 
here state, as the facts are too personal to mention. But it did 
not end here. Later I took it up and more specific evidence 
came that I was right. But the next day when I was alone and 
Dr. Hodgson communicated I took the matter up again, because 
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the lady began to fear the step and tho practically decided for it, 
told me that she preferred to remain as she was. 

As I had continued the sittings a day longer to settle up some 
matters before I took a rest and as I had received a note from 
her indicating her uncertainty about her husband’s wish, I 
brought the subject up again. 


(The lady here yesterday is not yet sure of what her husband 
wants, and desires me to ascertain further, if I could, so as to make 
it perfectly clear.) 

You refer to her plan for a change in her life. 

(Yes, she prefers things to stay as they are, but will unhesitat- 
ingly do what she is sure he desires or planned for her, and she will 
not do it unless he does desire it. with all his heart.) 

I will talk with him about it and report to you. I know that he 
had a feeling that perhaps she would be better cared for if married 
and gave to the children a father, but it was entirely for her own 
peace and protection and perhaps if he understands that her prefer- 
ence is to remain as she is, it will help him to state the exact feeling. 

(I understand.) 

It is hard for a man to insist that a woman remain without 
what he considers a protecting arm and he felt that perhaps she 
would reach for just this sort of helpful companionship and it might 
be too late to get it. Do you understand. For my part I would not 
accept the association of a woman’s life, if her heart was with his 
spirit. 

(I understand perfectly.) 

It is rather hard to tell her exactly what to do and he tried to 
escape, but it looks as if she had kept her hold on him and I will 
get to the solution. 


If I could tell all the circumstances the reader would see 
reasons why the lady vacillated in her decision. On the one 
hand, was desired financial advantage and on the other the dan- 
gerous risks of motherhood, to say nothing of her feeling of 
allegiance to her deceased husband. I regarded the step as 
fraught with grave risks and I attached no value to her husband’s 
advice, as I knew he was in no condition to give wise advice, 
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while she was ready to follow without hesitation anything she 
thought he wanted her to do. My judgment of the case turned 
out later to be correct, but it is apparent in the situation as ex- 
plained by Dr. Hodgson that the communicator had not made his 
ideas clear. As stated they appear to be unqualified advice and 
such it may be. But if he had been in a perfectly normal con- 
dition he might have surrounded them with conditions and left 
matters to her choice. But she did not wish to choose. She 
wished to obey or to follow his counsel, a condition of mind 
that I regard as dangerous to anyone in the investigation of these 
phenomena. On this point I shall comment when I have com- 
pleted the statement of facts. The evidence for the communi- 
cator’s abnormal condition is not yet complete, but knowing or 
believing what I felt about the matter there was nothing to do 
but to pursue the inquiry further. While I do not believe in con- 
sulting spirits for advice, it is a part of the investigation to do 
so for the information which we can obtain as to their attitude 
of mind, knowledge of terrestrial things, and influence on the 
conduct of the living. This last matter is a most important one, 
whether the influence be for good or ill, and I desired to prose- 
cute the inquiry to the end. It was clear that the whole plan was 
worked up from the “ other side” and there was evidence that 
it had influenced two living people, one of them wholly uncon- 
scious of the influence and the other conscious of it only from the 
communications and not from personal consciousness of the in- 
fluence. It was only her vacillation of character that prevented 
the settlement of it at once and the communicator complained of 
this fact in one of his messages. But taking Dr. Hodgson’s 
statement that he would report I pursued the matter further 
when I returned from my rest. He made a short report while 
I was absent when she was counselled to remain as she was, and 
when I returned I took it up again. 

3ut. during my absence I sent a question to be asked by the 
stenographer who was to take the experiments. The following 
came, showing a modification of the advice, whatever explana- 
tion you give it. 


I am R. H. and I have a message which I should have given 
yesterday, but did not feel that I was quite as safe to go into the 
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matter until I was a little more accustomed to the new regime. It 
is about the sitter of last week. 

(You mean the lady Mrs. Z?) 

Yes, the one who desires a definite word concerning a possible 
marriage. I have talked with the husband and he advises her to 
let the matter rest for the present. That with her inclination to 
stay as she is and the conditions of her life make it possible for her 
to do so, he believes she will be happier to remain as she is at least 
for a time. There may be a future change which he will advise 
about when the time comes. 


It will be observed that the communicator here reverses his 
advice. It is possible to maintain that my query about the wife’s 
age and the risk involved acted as a suggestion to the subcon- 
scious which had proceeded on the supposition that the lady 
knew her own business and that there was no danger, and hence 
had reversed the counsel accordingly. There is no way to remove 
this hypothesis, and tho I do not think myself that it actually 
applies, owing to my familiarity with the work of Mrs. Cheno- 
weth, I do not care to refute the possibility. The point is less 
whether it is a spiritistic message than whether the advice is to 
be considered from any such source, whether spiritistic or sub- 
liminal. Here the lady was disposed to treat the advice as com- 
ing from a source that knew more than she did, but on any theory 
it succumbed to suggestion from the earthly side the moment 
that the actual situation was revealed. 

When I returned from my vacation I resolved to have 
my suspicions of the real condition of the man cleared up, as well 
as the situation itself, and I called for him again, and brought 
up the subject. He wavered somewhat in regard to his position, 
tho he said some interesting things for the student of this prob- 
lem. Almost the first thing said was the following. 


I am possessed with the old love of life and a desire to be 
actually a part of the life of my dear wife and children. It comes 
over me this morning as I enter this room and the soft spring air 
and the hush and stillness of the country is evident to me and to the 
group who attend me. I did so enjoy the out of doors when I lived 
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with them and the recollections of those happy days, a flood of 
thoughts, such thoughts as make it hard for me to keep calm. 

(I understand. ) 

and give the sane and sensible advice I am disposed to give. 
I thought I had said all I needed to say to my ... [mame mentioned, 
the first part of it, that of his wife, omitted.] 


The man was very fond of outdoor life, but the whole atti- 
tude here is of one who prefers the material to the spiritual life 
and later incidents tend to show why. It would not be suspected 
by any reader of this passage that what I say of it is the fact, 
but knowing the circumstances and incidents of the wife’s ex- 
periences as I do, and also what occurs a little later, I can see 
indications in this passage that the man has not yet overcome the 
tendency to hallucinations and the reproduction in a dream-like 
form of his earthly memories which constitute his life. Perhaps 
he is aware of it, as later revelations intimate, but cannot over- 
come them as yet, owing to the violent cause of his death. 


After the above passage which I have quoted there was a 
little explanation of the error in the name given and then I 
began with a question to get things more explicit, because the 
lady did not feel that the advice to remain as she was was final. 
So I continued. 


(You said you thought you had said all you needed. The last 
message on the matter simply said it should be dropped for the 
present and she did not know whether you regarded it as final or 
not. ) 

Can you understand how my whole attitude is somewhat uncer- 
tain because of the relationship which is still so real and vivid to me. 

(Yes, I understand and I suppose the best way to clear it would 
be to simply say one way or the other whether it is to be left to 
time and her judgment.) 

Yes, that seems wise to me. She is not my sister nor my child 
but my wife, and to think of the reestablishing of relationships that 
are not at all necessary for her happiness, but may help her in the 
responsibilities of the care of the children and affairs, that is what 
bothers me. I cannot see quite far enough ahead to know whether 
she will need the assistance. 
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(You remember that you chose a certain person whom you 
favored. Is that at an end? I refer to X. Y.) 

No, not at an end and still favored by me. It is her own in- 
decision that is quite hard for me to overcome. I do not think she 
ought to be advised to do a thing like marrying unless the impulse 
is definitely for it. I see its advantages. 

(I imagine that the serious difficulty is the undertaking of moth- 
erhood which X. Y. wants and it is rather a dangerous thing for 
her at her age, is it not?) 

Yes, and I think that when she once drops it out of her thoughts 
she will be at peace. It is strange but the problem itself has helped 
her, for it called for thought and it gave a less hopeless loneliness 
to the life. It has served a good purpose in any event. I feel 
strongly that at all hazards there is to be no affirmative answer 
as yet. 

(Do you know how the other members of the family feel 
about it ?) 

You mean my family? 

(Yes, your family.) 

All right. There is no desire to change the present mode of life. 
I am only concerned about the responsibilities which come either 
way. But she is all right as she is with some more freedom than 
she would have. I say No. Does that not settle it? 

(What do you mean by the short word “ No” ?) 

Negative to the possible plan. 

(What plan ?) 

Marry. 

(You mean that you would prefer her not to marry again.) 

Not if she found love I would expect her to marry then. 

(I understand. Go ahead.) 

But this is not so much love as a possibility for a larger life in 
some particular. I cannot make it quite plain to you. 


This is a most interesting passage both for its total lack of 
ethics and for the evidence of the supernormal. In the first 
place the allusion to his own relation to her being “ still so real 
and vivid” is evidence of the “ earthbound ” condition. He is 
not yet out of the material world in his ideas and memories and 
the events that happened with her are indications of this. Then 
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he wavers until it is apparent that my suggestion is working, 
whether on him or the subliminal of the psychic, and then he 
comes out flatly against the remarriage, tho he hesitates, or the 
subliminal does, until he or it is safe in the decision to which the 
circumstance which I mentioned about the risk of motherhood 
had its effect. Apparently it was something he had not taken 
into account. It should be noticed that the only thing that he 
did take into account was “ the ‘possibility of a larger life in 
some particular,” and he implied that it was not a matter of love. 
The facts were that it was not a matter of love on her part, and 
this was one of the main factors to cause her indecision about it. 
She knew perfectly well that love was the only safe motive, but 
she also knew that she would get financial gain by it both to add 
to the family support and to carry out a project which she had 
formed. She frankly told me these facts and it is apparent that 
the husband had not gotten beyond the material view of the 
whole bargain. It was not love which he had in mind, but finan- 
cial advantages to her and the family. 

A few further references were made to the advantages to her 
and to the children from the union and the other project she 
had in mind in a reference to “ service to others who need her 
care, children,” and I began with the question. 


(In what way would it better their lives?) 

I am not sure that it would better them. I think she is perfectly 
able to do what is necessary for them and she. will not leave them. 
She sometimes thinks of what would happen if she were to die, 
but she will not die yet. I can see that far ahead. 

See here. No man can be their father any more than a man can 
be her husband. If we keep in contact spiritually I can advise and 
help and be on guard and do for them from this side as much as 
any two men. 

(Good. ) 

I am not impotent and I find every day new power and new 
opportunity. Jennie P. tells me to brace up and not let any non- 
sensical ideas of chivalry keep me from the place where I belong 
and I think she is right. I had a feeling that I was a sort of a dog 
in the manger. 

(No indeed.) 
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But I see now that I underestimated my growing spiritual 
power. Tell my darling to let the whole matrimonial question go 
to the dogs. I will take care of her and the children and grow 
stronger every day. 

It is apparent here that Jennie P., seeing the situation, and 
she is a character that would not tolerate financial motives in 
such a situation, got hold of his mind and influenced the com- 
munications, and he threw off all hesitation about the matter 
and counselled remaining as she was without qualification. The 
whole of the past advice is emphatically negatived. Leave the 
question of its source out of account. Conceded that my sug- 
gestions had operated on the subconscious, and that it was the 
subconscious that had originated the original advice, after dis- 
covering the desire for matrimony, yet we have a situation which 
shows very clearly that advice from such sources cannot be ac- 
cepted blindly. But the reader cannot maintain that the advice 
originated subconsciously. It came before any hint from me 
had been given and the sequel will show how it came, all with 
honest and commendable motives on the part of the communi- 
cator, in so far as a desire to help his wife out of distress was 
concerned, tho he was not in a condition to measure the situation 
rightly or to get beyond mercenary motives in the counsel offered. 

As if this very influence of the subconscious had been preva- 
lent in the present course of the communications, Father John 
the next day took up the plan of reducing the subconscious to a 
minimum in the work and outlined the course he wished to have 
adopted and then the communicator again took up some evi- 
dential work in which he succeeded only partly, tho in some 
points very well. On the day following that he again recurred 
to family affairs and the subject of his wife’s matrimony. 


I am so glad of the help you have given me, and after I went 
from here I knew what I had said about the changes which are 
possible for my beloved wife, and I felt gratitude to you that you 
put the situation before me in such a way that I saw the wisdom of 
the direct advice to remain as now. I had a feeling that I must not 
demand any sacrifice because of sentiment, and I thought perhaps 
a companionship which would enlarge her sympathies and give her 
new associations and create a new world might make the lessons of 
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the past less evident to her, but I see that one may suffer more by 
discarding a high and beautiful ideal for a present peace, and I am 
glad to reassert my advice to remain as she is and to make as real 
as possible my presence and attendance through her life. The 
children will make association for her and the freedom of life 
with expectancy about my ability to return in clear and sure way 
will give her a joy. 

I was amazed yesterday to find the sensation I had when I first 
came here. That sense of being dead and not realizing what to be 
dead meant. It was a strange repetition of the first sensations in 
this life, but it was succeeded by a reality and vividness which was 


impressive and which made me much clearer in mind as I came 
today. 


(I understand.) 

It was probably produced for that purpose and I understand the 
spirit who produced it has hypnotic power and desired to use it on 
me to release me from the idea of the unreality of death and to 
awaken me to activities as I wrote. Is that plain to you. 

(Yes, it is.) 

It seems like a good idea and if I can be helped it will reduce 
the fear of mistakes which might throw my evidence out of count. 

(Do you know what it is to be earthbound in any way?) [I saw 
from the previous messages that this was what had been the matter 
with him and saw my chance to ask a question without hinting my 
idea. } 

I think so. It is the state where one through intense desire to 
be near some one still in the earth life hinders the spirit in its life 
over here. 

(Did you suffer any in that condition ?) 

Yes, but was not aware of it, and certainly could not have 
called it suffering, for it would have been pain to go away. 

(I understand, and has this man’s hypnotic effort helped you in 
that respect ?) 

I am certainly better and clearer today and feel an impetus and 
stimulus to bring some spiritual light to my family. The whole of 
life looks clearer. I see in perspective and retrospective as never, 
before, and I shall go forward with the treatment, if that is what | 
it may be called. Is it not glorious to feel this sense of peace. You 
see the shock of the death, the unexpected and tragic end 
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(Yes, I understand.) 
all had a part in the work. Each time I came I was over- 
whelmed with the tragedy of it and my friends were no help be- 


cause of their like feeling. It was far from right. 








This passage is a remarkably interesting one. The reader 
should note the acknowledgment that, after he had gone away 
from the communications of the previous day, he had caught 
for the first time the meaning of my suggestion about the critical 
risk for his wife in the project which he had worked up. ‘Take 
any theory you please of the source of it. There is the awak- 
ening to a new point of view, more ideal than the one he had in 
mind. There was nothing in the attitude of his heart all along 
that any one should deprecate or reproach. That was altogether 
correct and, whatever his state, it represents a beautiful spirit. 
But it was clear to me that his “earthbound”’ condition dis- 
qualified his judgment for measuring the situation rightly, and 
there soon came spontaneous evidence that my belief about his 
condition was the correct one. The first and most striking evi- 
dence of this was the return of the sensation that he was dead. 
He had not felt this apparently for some time. He had not 
realized properly that he was in a spiritual world at all or that he 
was dead, and naturally enough, tho that condition may have been 
brought on by contact with the psychic, he would recur to the 
point of view which would characterize a man in physical life 
and he would not have perfect control of his mental processes. 
Bent on helping his wife in distress, his mind might carry out 
advice in the direction of matrimony without having synthetic 
command of all the facts that should affect the advice given. 
Then he correctly described the “ earthbound” condition 
when I raised the question. It is simply the occupation of the 
mind, as in a dream, with the memories and ideas of the earthly 
life and the new spiritual situation is not realized. Progress, 
as intimated, in the spiritual life is hindered by it. In such a 
condition a subject is not fitted to advise on such a question as 
was put before him. Nor was he fitted to form and carry out 
the project he had indicated. He conceived it solely on the 
material plane and had not a spiritual note in it. Only financial 
advantages for the wife were considered alike by him and her- 
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self. If spirits cannot get above that they had better keep their 
hands off the question, and so also the living. The dead are 
evidently not always wise or spiritual. 

The reference to hypnotic treatment is a most interesting 
incident. It is precisely the process employed by the living to 
relieve distorted mental conditions or dissociated states and here 
it is impliedly resorted to correct the “ earthbound” or dream 
life and the subject has to confess that his friends could do him 
no good because they were in a like condition. But he got a 
clearer vision by my attitude and Jennie P’s and reversed his 
advice. 

The lesson that is to be learned from this episode is a most 
important one. Here was a lady in great distress of mind owing 
to the loss of her husband and seeking to know if he existed 
after death, tho she had a religious nature. Having secured the 
evidence of his survival she sought his advice on the matter of 
matrimony, her remarriage. It was apparent from the facts 
that both she and the man who sought her hand had been in- 
fluenced from the “ other side”’ before she had any evidence of 
the fact and long before I learned the facts. What the initiative 
in the case was no one can tell, but the evidence points to the 
fact that it did not take a critical form until after evidence for 
this influence had been obtained. The lady acted on the suppo- 
sition, first that her husband, deceased, knew more than she did 
about the situation and secondly that she should follow his ad- 
vice whatever her natural inclinations were. She assumed that 
advice from spirits was especially valuable and reliable. I took 
no such view of the matter, tho there might be reason to listen 
to counsel from certain spirits who had proved their fitness to 
give it. But I have always maintained that each individual must 
be responsible for his own judgment and should never blindly 
follow the counsel of any one, living or dead. I held and hold 
that this is especially sound as regards persons who have re- 
cently died. If they are earthbound, they are in no condition to 
advise their living friends on any subject, and that the present 
communicator was earthbound was evident in some personal 
experiences which the lady herself had in reference to him and 
it was especially indicated in the message about his living in a 
house very much like his home which he described, except that 
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he said, “it was more dreamlike.’ There was evidence to one 
familiar with communications that he was this, but the fact could 
not be proved here. But this earthbound condition simply meant 
that he was still under the influence of his earthly memories to 
such an extent that he was leading a dream life and the reality 
to him was only a mental reality like our dreams and this based 
upon his terrestrial memories, not upon a perfectly normal life 
in the spiritual world. He would take only the earthly view of 
the situation and seeing the distress of his wife would naturally 
resort to methods adjusted to earthly ideals and such ideals as 
he himself had. 

Now it should be noticed that the communicator showed not 
the slightest knowledge or interest in a spiritual life or world. 
He had no other conception of things than the financial one and 
he was willing to risk his wife’s health and life at the age when 
child-bearing is dangerous and especially so when an operation 
had made it doubly dangerous. He frankly said what I knew 
to be a fact from the lady’s own statement, namely, that it was 
not a matter of love, but of financial advantages to carry out 
some plans which she had and that required money for the pur- 
pose. He was a well-to-do man himself and had he lived ten 
years longer would have been much wealthier. He could see 
things only in the light of money and what it would bring. He 
had never led a spiritual life and had no inkling of it after death. 
His earthbound condition was not merely the continuation of his 
earthly ideals, but the manifestation of them in the form of a 
dream life with its sensory hallucinations and inability to realize 
or appreciate a really spiritual life. This his living wife did not 
see or suspect, and being attached to him and always following 
his judgment while living, was disposed to do the same after 
his death when she could get into communication with him. She 
had no realization of his earthbound condition and what it meant. 
He could only counsel her in the direction of money making and 
child-bearing at a dangerous period of her life. 

Knowing this fact, I deliberately asked him if it was not 
dangerous to her at her age to undertake motherhood and his 
answer showed that he had not suspected this and as a conse- 
quence changed his mind on the matter and finally advised re- 
maining unmarried. Jennie P. told him he could help her from 
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that side and he altered his position. He admitted, as readers 
will observe, that he was earthbound and that he could get no 
help because all his friends were in the same condition. They 
too were of the monied class and had no other conception of life 
than money making and its power for sensuous enjoyment. Not 
a spiritual note came from any of them. They had no other 
conception of the need of the lady than more money and that 
was purchased or to be purchased at the price of childbearing at 
a dangerous period. No spiritual consolation was offered and no 
point of view apparent in the communications by which it could 
be reached. Purely earthly ideals were the only ones that domi- 
nated him and without reflection on the situation she was ready 
to follow the advice. 

Nor is it necessary to assume the spiritistic theory of the 
facts to make the point I am here urging. There is abundant 
evidence, apart from the facts quoted in this paper, to support 
that view, but the importance of the position taken here does 
not depend on the truth of that point of view. We do not have 
to assume any more than that the subconscious of Mrs. Cheno- 
weth in the course of a number of sittings, had discovered that 
a widow was seeking communication with her deceased husband 
and was seeking advice, and tho the exact subject of this desired 
advice was not mentioned until the main feature of it had been 
presented by the real or alleged communicator, we may suppose 
that it was guessed and the advice framed accordingly. The sub- 
conscious might assume that the sitter knew the situation enough 
not to advise on the ground of obstacles to the fulfillment of the 
desire. But when I pointed out the risks involved the subcon- 
sciousness picked up the situation and advised against it. While 
I do not believe that this view of the subject applies as a fact, 
and while I know that the evidence, not here quoted, is very 
strong for identity, I do not require to apply the spiritistic 
hypothesis to the facts in order to make the point that this is 
not a source for reliable advice. I am quite willing to admit 
that the subconscious of Mrs. Chenoweth might be as well quali- 
fied as spirits, or even better, to give advice on the subject. But 
that is not the point here. It is the blind assumption that others 
than yourself are better able to judge of the situation. The im- 
portant thing is to face facts and not to accept the counsel of 
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those who do not know them as well. I do not believe that spirits 
are always better situated to give us advice on any matter. They 
may perhaps be better qualified in some cases; even then their 
counsel must be verified by our own knowledge of the facts be- 
fore we are justified in accepting and following it implicitly. 
The vice of the interested person is that he or she assumes spirits 
to have special fitness for knowing more than the living. This 
is an illusion of the older religious view. It assumed that escape 
from the body entailed infinite knowledge at once. There is no 
ground whatever for any such assumption. The contrary might 
be true, for all we know. So far from knowing more after 
death, a man might even know less or he might simply live on 
the capital of his past experience. This latter view is certainly 
supported by the earthbound condition. The man or woman so 
affected lives a dream life based upon the contents of his sen- 
suous memory and these memories appear, as they do in our 
dreams, as hallucinations which the subject of them takes for 
reality, and in that condition he or she is not in any respect 
qualified to give advice, especially spiritual advice. I do not 
believe that all the discarnate live in this manner to the same 
degree and it is not requisite for us to solve that problem in 
order to realize what caution we should exercise in accepting 
and acting upon the advice of spirits, especially those recently 
passed. It would be like following the advice of insane people 
instead of the rational. 


There was no lofty point of view, no ethical insight or spir- 
itual appreciation, on the part of the communicator in this in- 
stance, who was planning a marriage of his living wife. He was 
ready with a fixed idea to reduce her distress by any device 
that hit upon his fancy and he did not reckon with risks which 
were fundamental and less did he reckon with the need of a 
spiritual point of view for his wife. He did not get above ma- 
terial pleasures and advantages in anything that he said or did. 
Consequently I do not know a better illustration in my experi- 
ence with mediums, except one other much like it, to enforce 
the lesson of letting the advice of spirits alone in this subject, 
unless we can prove it wise on our own knowledge. We are 
ultimately responsible for action on our own judgment and we 
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shall never be able to act wisely until we can do it on that basis. 
Wisdom is not passive obedience, but the active employment of 
our own understanding, and we never attain spiritual develop- 
ment until we can rely upon our own intelligence for the direc- 
tion of our conduct. 
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OBSERVATIONS OF A JURIST. 
By the late Joun Hooker." 
Hartrorp, Conn., March 24th, 1890. 
Mr. Ricuarp Hopcson, 


Secretary of the American Branch of the Society for 
Psychical Research. 
Dear SIR: 


You request me to give you some account of such psychical ex- 
periences as I may have had, which I think might be of evidential 
value. I cannot do this in any way so convenient to myself as to 
send you a copy of an address on the subject which 1 delivered 
before a gathering of several Hartford clergymen, at their request, 
about fifteen months ago. The facts which I state in it are wholly 





1. Dr. Richard Hodgson had intended to publish the greater part of this 
article, furnished him at his own request thirty years ago, but was 
prevented by circumstances not under his control. We agree with him in 
discarding three incidents dealing with physical phenomena in connection 
with professional mediums, since the conditions of these were such that only 
an expert student of the art of sleight-of-hand could have been qualified to 
vouch for the actual facts. There are no indications that Mr. Hooker was 
this, though his strong intellect and long training in the valuation of evi- 
dence give weight to his testimony on the incidents which lay open to view. 

John Hooker, born 1816 and deceased 1901, was sixth in descent from 
Thomas Hooker, the first pastor of Connecticut Colony, and belonged to 
one of the most blue-blooded families of Connecticut State. He was a mem- 
ber of the Legislature in 1850, and from 1867 to 1872. He practised law, and 
had important cases, one a suit brought by the British government. In 
1858 he became reporter of judicial decisions of the Supreme Court, and held 
that office for thirty-six years. Twice he was offered a seat in that august 
Court, but refused judicial honors, preferring to proceed with that long 
series of Reports which rank among the most masterly in libraries of Amer- 
ican law. 

Mr. Hooker was the husband of Isabella Holmes Beecher, a sister of 
Henry Ward Beecher and Harriet Beecher Stowe. 

The “ Judicial and Civil History of Connecticut” (Edited by Hon. Dwight 
Loomis and J. Gilbert Calhoun, Boston, 1895, pages 146-7) pays the fol- 
lowing tribute. “Mr. Hooker reported the cases of the Supreme Court for 
thirty-six years. It is needless to say that this work was carefully and cor- 
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of my own observation, but their value for your purpose is some- 
what impaired by a running thread of argument in favor of the 
spiritualistic theory as the only explanation of them. What you 
want is simply facts and not theories. But I have not time to re- 
write the article, but must simply hand it over to a copyist. 

I will add that, while I was attending our supreme court at 
Bridgeport soon after the article was written, some of the members 
of the bar, who had heard of it and had requested me to bring it, 
got up an evening meeting in the court room, and I read it to a 
gathering of lawyers and their families; three of the judges of the 


court being present, as well as one of the city clergymen, all of 
whom seemed to listen to it with much interest. 


rectly done. It was marked with a nicety in the use of language, and an 
uncommon facility of expression, that were coupled with a thorough appre- 
ciation of the principles of law involved. The syllabus which he prepared 
was the case in miniature, and all of it. He added from time to time, ex- 
planatory and historical notes of very considerable value. The biographical 
sketches, prepared either by himself or by some selected friend, soon came 
to be a regular addition to the reports as they appeared volume by volume. 
Those written by Mr. Hooker are among the most eloquent of his produc- 
tions, for he possessed not only an entire honesty of description, without 
flattery or detraction, but a particularly attractive faculty for eulogistic writ- 
ing. He did not hesitate to say of one attorney, remarkably persistent and 
stubborn in his contests in court, ‘He rarely gave up a case that was de- 
cided against him until he had pursued it to the extreme limit of the legal 
remedy, and submitted to a final adverse decision only as to an accumulated 
wrong that he had no further power to resist,’ and yet the entire eulogy is 
not only neither unkind nor unfair, but it is instinct with a respect for the 
subject which is all the more flattering for its candor.” 

“Mr. Hooker resigned from the office, October 2, 1893, having reported 
the decisions of seven chief justices and fifteen associate judges. The 
court accepted his resignation in a resolution expressive of the mastery with 
which he had performed his labors, and the warm sentiment of regard and 
attachment felt for him by the judges.” 

We may appropriately add a paragraph from a printed address delivered 
by John Hooker in Willimantic, Conn., March 21, 1886. “My whole life has 
been spent in the practice of the legal profession, where it has been my con- 
stant employment to study and apply the rules of evidence, and to determine 
whether certain facts would warrant and establish a certain conclusion; and 
with this training I could not well doubt the correctness of my mental oper- 
ations in applying the phenomena of Spiritualism to the theory to be deduced 
from them.” 


W. F. Prince. 
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I began to investigate spiritualistic phenomena about fifteen 
years ago. Up to that time I had regarded them with no respect, 
and for a long time after I began my observations I held tenaciously 
to the theory of mind-reading as sufficiently explaining them. But 
I was compelled to give this up, and have been for a long time 
convinced that the spiritualistic theory is the only one that can 
stand. I lay out of the casé all manifest delusions and consider only 


the residuum of unquestionable facts. There clearly are such, and 
in abundance. 


Very truly yours, 


Joun Hooker. 


An article written at the request of several Hartford Clergymen 
of different denominations and read before them Dec. 17, 1888, by 
John Hooker, Hartford: 

A spiritualist is one who believes that disembodied spirits may 
communicate with spirits in the flesh. The question whether they 
have done so, and may do so, is wholly a question of fact, like any 
other question of fact presented in a court of law, or in business, 
for men to consider and decide. It is to be determined by evidence. 
There is a great presumption against the existence of such inter- 
communication, growing out of the very strong belief to the contrary 
which has so long and so extensively prevailed. But this affects 
only the question of the quantum of evidence necessary to establish 
the fact. In the face of such a presumption there must be a great 
preponderance of evidence in favor of the spiritualistic theory. 

After the question of fact is settled in favor of that theory 
there will remain a large practical question of much importance 
with which every person must deal for himself. This question is, 
to what moral use shall the fact be put? It may take the form of 
a series of questions. How are my religious opinions to be affected 
by it? How my teaching? How far are we to accept the state- 
ments made by spirits on the other side as to their condition and 
experiences over there? What is the philosophy of spiritualism? 

These are questions of great importance and interest, but it is 
useless to touch them until we have first settled the question of 
fact. Let us then address ourselves first of all to this question. 

In doing this I propose to limit myself to facts that have fallen 
under my own observation, and I shall, to make the matter clearer, 
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present them by classes,—taking generally only a representative 
fact or two from each class. 


And first, as the lowest class of phenomena, I take purely 
physical phenomena, by which I mean the manifestation of a mys- 


terious force that has, so far as we can see, no connection with 
intelligence. 


About three years ago my wife and I were invited by a friend 
in this city, a widow, to spend an evening at her house and meet an 
elderly lady who was visiting her, and who belonged in the western 
part of the state of New York. I came afterwards to know the 
lady well. She had uncommon mediumistic gifts, but she exercised 
them solely for her friends and never for compensation. She was 
professedly, and seemed to be sincerely, a Christian woman. Her 
trustworthiness, however, does not become an important factor in 
the case. We met in the parlor of our hostess, where there was a 
grand piano which I was told weighed over 1,000 pounds. It 
stood against the wall on one side of the room and at about the 
middle of the wall on that side. There was one gentleman besides 
myself and five ladies, including the medium. We all stood up by 
the piano, except one lady who played upon it, and put our hands 
on top of it. Very soon the large end of it began to move out into 
the room. As it did so the top board which projected over the sides 
about two inches, began to rub against the wall at the smaller end of 
the piano, and I went there to try to move it out a little way. I 
applied my whole strength but could not move it. As soon as I de- 
sisted it moved out of itself, till it was a few inches from the wall. 
Then the whole piano began to move out slowly and by hitches, till 
it had reached the middle of the room. On its way it stopped sev- 
eral times and lifted up its side, resting wholly on its legs on the 
other side and on reaching the middle of the room again lifted itself 
up in the same way, the feet rising several inches from the floor 
and remaining so for several seconds. To make sure that there was 
no optical illusion I stooped down and passed a book through the 
space between one of the upraised feet and the carpet. During all 
this time no one was lifting at all; our hands were merely resting 
on top of the piano. When all was over we undertook to roll the 
piano back to its place, and it was all we could do with our united 
strength. 


I could give you many facts that belong to this class of what 
I call unintelligent force. But phenomena of this class are of but 
little interest except as they show the reality of some force entirely 
external to ourselves. It may be some undiscovered natural force,— 
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electricity perhaps. But they have an important relation to spir- 
itualism in this, that they are a part of a great variety of mysterious 
phenomena, and no mode of solution can be accepted which does 
not cover them all; and when one is found that seems manifestly 
to cover them all, it is greatly supported by the fact that it does so. 
It is the weakness of the anti-spiritualistic explanations that each 
set of phenomena has its separate explanation, which cannot be 
applied to any other set. Thus, fraud, mind-reading, an occult 
natural force, have each a very limited application, while the facts 
demand some general theory. 


I come, secondly, to a higher class of physical phenomena— 
higher in this—that they are operated by a manifest intelligence. 
This class includes, and may be illustrated by rappings, through 
which intelligent communications are made. These have often been 
used in private families where some member has been found to 
have mediumistic gifts. The alphabet is repeated and at some letter 
a rap is heard. To this letter is added in the same way another and 
another, till a whole sentence is wrought out. I have received most 
interesting and characteristic communications in this way. In many 
cases I have had name after name of departed friends spelled out 
to me, as being present, and that in a strange city, where the medium 
did not even know my name. Where the medium is a public one, 
there is room for a suspicion of fraud or for the explanation of 
mind-reading, as the message may possibly be a manufactured one, 
or the name may be got by mind-reading. But I have seen many 
cases where neither of these explanations could possibly apply. 


This I will illustrate by a single case. I could give scores if I had 
the time. 


I was spending a few days with a friend in Providence. A 
lady, a member of his family, had become a medium, and at dinner 
every day we had raps indicating the presence of spirits. There 
were thus named to me numerous friends, whom none of the family 
knew. One day I left the table early to finish a letter which I 
wished to mail, and came back as the family were leaving the table. 
Said my host, “ You did not stay to meet your friends. Do you 
know anybody by the name of Edward Hart?” “Yes,” said I, 
“He was my life-long friend, the husband of my own cousin, who 
died recently.” “‘ Well,” said he, “he came while you were gone 
and gave his name and said it was for you.” 
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Here, observe, there was no room for the mind-reading 
theory ;*? while a fraud in the case is so remote a possibility as to 
be entitled to no consideration. 


* * * * * 3 


I take, fourthly, in the ascending scale, oral communications 
through trance mediums. I class with them written communications. 

This class of spiritualistic phenomena is to me the most inter- 
esting and the most convincing, and I shall dwell upon it more at 
length than I have upon the others. I shall not attempt to reduce 
them to any particular order, but shall select a few out of a great 
many with reference to their clearer exclusion of the idea of mind- 
reading, and with less reference to their value than to the proof 
which they give of a super-mundane origin. 


About eight years ago a gentleman was staying at my house 
who proved to be a rare medium. He had no suspicion of it (that 
is, he said so) though he told us of some strange experiences that 
he could not understand, and of his frequently hearing raps in his 
room, especially in the night, that he could not account for. He 
professed not to believe in spiritualism and seemed inclined to ma- 
terialistic views. At the request of my wife and myself he had 
several sittings with us. He would go into a state of unconscious- 
ness or apparent sleep, and after an hour come out of it with no 
knowledge (as he declared and we believed) of what had happened 
while he was in that condition: but he had given us communications 
apparently from spirits, of which we had taken quite full notes, 
giving us names that we knew well, but which it was hardly pos- 
sible that he could have known of (and he declared that he did not), 
and often names of which we knew nothing, but which he recog- 
nized as those of old friends of his who had departed. He had been 
brought up in a family of little cultivation, and certain errors of 
speech had become embedded in his English and were constantly 
appearing in his ordinary conversation; yet some of the communi- 
cations, purporting to come from educated minds, were expressed 
in the best of English, with no intrusion of his inaccuracies. 





2. Mr. Hooker could not know that the time would come when “ the 
mind-reading theory” would be limited in its divagations only by infinity 
and the elasticity of imagination. Even had he foreseen this, he might have 
refused to budge from his statement, on the ground that he, as a jurist, 
must stick to evidence and common-sense. 


3. Two slate-writing incidents are here omitted, for the reason stated 
in Note 1. 
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One evening Samuel Bowles, formerly editor of the Springfield 
Republican, who had died not long before, came. He and I had 
been great friends. He always called me, “ John,” and in his fre- 
quent spiritualistic communications, in different places and before 
different mediums, he generally so addressed me. I asked him who 
were with him. He named several persons and among them Dr. 
Smith, a Springfield physician, who had died a short time before. 
I said a few words to him, to which he replied, stammering a little 
as he spoke. I had known him slightly, and knew that he had an 
impediment in his speech, but it was wholly out of my mind. It is 
stated to be a general, perhaps universal rule, that spirits returning 
to earth put on the old earth conditions. I have seen many illus- 
trations of this, but not enough to safely generalize from. Soon 
after Dr. Smith came my wife said, “I am glad to meet you, Dr. 
Smith; I have often heard of you, but never saw you.” Said he. 
“I met you once, Mrs. Hooker.” “ Why,” said she, “I have no 
recollection of it.” “ Yes,” said he, “I met you in London.” I 
could not at the moment recall the fact, and my wife was totally 
unable to, and we passed on to other communications. I very soon, 
however, recollected the circumstances. My wife and I were in 
London in 1875, and she went into a shop on Regent Street to make 
some purchases, while I went on to attend to another, and was to 
call for her there on my way back. While returning I overtook 
Bowles and Dr. Smith, and we stopped and had a chat. I had not 
before known that they were in the city, or indeed that they had left 
home. After awhile I said to Bowles that my wife was in a shop 
near by, and he must step in and see her. So he came along and Dr. 
Smith with us. She was sitting at a counter looking at some goods. 
Bowles shook hands with her very cordially, but Dr. Smith was 
merely formally introduced, and then stepped back and waited at 
the door. This little incident (of Dr. Smith’s coming in) my wife 
had totally forgotten, and could not recall it after I stated my recol- 
lection of it. I cannot see how any theory of mind-reading can ex- 
plain this occurrence. I suppose mind-reading to be the reading 
of what is then in one’s mind,—of what the mind is then doing, 
and not of what is laid away in the memory and perhaps sub- 
stantially forgotten. 


* * * * * 4 


Nearly ten years ago I made a contract with a florist by which 
he was to hire of me a piece of land in Hartford for a nursery and 
garden, with a small house upon it, with the expectation of purchas- 
ing it at a price agreed, but without a binding agreement that he 
should purchase, as he felt that he could not safely come under such 
an obligation; after a while he wanted to have me build a green- 


4. An incident is omitted, for the reason stated in Note 1. 
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house on the lot and thought it indispensable that he should have 
one. I had just been subjected to a heavy loss as a surety for some 
friends, and so had no money to spare, and there was a serious risk 
that he might not be able to buy, in which case the green-house 
would be a useless piece of property to me. The matter was held 
by me for consideration. I had not spoken of it to a human being, 
not even to my wife. Just then the wife of a friend of mine, who 
was a writing medium, told her husband one morning that she felt 
impelled to go to Mr. Hooker’s—that she could not say for what 
purpose, but that the influence upon her was very strong. He at 
once got up his carriage and drove her to my house. Both my wife 
and I were out. She then felt herself impelled to write something. 
She took a sheet of paper and wrote a message, signed “ Francis 
Gillette ” (my brother-in-law, not long deceased, and who had once 
owned this land with me and knew all about my affairs) in which 
he addressed me as his “ tender-hearted brother,” and advised me 
not to let myself be induced to help another man who was better 
able to take care of himself than I was to take care of him. I came 
in, and the lady said to me, “ Here is a message for you; perhaps 
you can understand it; but I have no idea what it means.” I read 
it and said, “I understand perfectly what it means.” This decided 
me not to make the investment. And the wisdom of the decision 
was clearly proved a few months later, for the florist had an offer 
of a place as superintendent of a cemetery in Springfield on a good 
salary, and told me that he should have felt that he must accept it 
and leave Hartford, even if I had built the green-house. 

It must of course be understood that from my statement of how 
the lady was impressed and what she did, up to the time when I 
came in, I have had to depend on her own and her husband’s state- 
ments. I will further state that the message could have had no other 
meaning or application than the one I gave it, as there was no other 
matter then under consideration with me that involved the raising 
of money, or the helping of anybody. 

In the financial crash of 1875-6 a firm of my personal friends 
and relatives, who were engaged in a large real estate undertaking, 
failed most disastrously. I was holden as their surety to a large 
amount. ‘Their real estate was all mortgaged to various savings 
banks, and I held a second mortgage for my security. I took the 
property and struggled with the load two or three years, losing sev- 
eral thousand dollars more in the attempt, and finally surrendered 
it all to the mortgagees. I found myself no longer able to hold my 
own dwelling-house, and after a long effort to carry it, I put it into 
the hands of a broker to sell. For three years he tried to sell it 
without success and there was no way but for me to give it up on a 
heavy mortgage which I had some time before put upon it. The 
mortgagee was willing to take it, as it was well worth the debt, 
even in the very depressed condition of real estate at that time. 
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Accordingly I prepared a deed and executed it and held it ready to 
be delivered to the mortgagee. It then occurred to me that a friend 
of mine, who had no house, might be willing to buy an undivided 
half of the place at a low price, and that we could together carry it, 
the house being of ample size for our two families, with extensive 
grounds. I proposed it to him. He said it was a generous offer 
and that he would talk with his wife about it. My intimate friend, 
Gov. Hubbard, an eminent lawyer, had died a few weeks before this. 
While the matter so stood, a lady whom we knew called on me and 
said that the previous evening she had been at a séance, and that 
Gov. Hubbard announced himself and said, “ Tell John Hooker to 
let there be no foreclosure and no division.” She said none of them 
knew. what it meant, but perhaps I should, and that she had brought 
it exactly as it was uttered. I told her I knew what it meant. I 
decided to hold on to the property a little longer. This was early in 
April. Before the first of May a stranger, desiring to settle in 
Hartford, found that this house was for sale, looked at it and bought 
it, giving all that I could have hoped to get in the depressed con- 
dition of real estate, but several thousand dollars more than the 
mortgage. 

I cannot see how there could have been any mind-reading here ; 
while there could have been no fraud, at least there seems no room 
for any suspicion of it. It is to be noticed, however, that the mes- 


sage speaks of a “ foreclosure,” while no foreclosure was thought 
of. It was to have been merely a surrender of the property to the 
mortgagee, the result being of course the same as if there had been 


literally a foreclosure, that being the ordinary mode of getting pos- 
session of a mortgage. 


Note: I have thus far followed substantially the address which 
I delivered before the clergymen, omitting a few illustrations. The 
rest of that address was an answer to objections which I had seen 
made, and so anticipated, followed by oral answers to questions of 
the clergymen. All this I omit as pertaining only to the spiritual- 
istic theory, while what is now wanted is facts and not theories. I 
will in its place give a few more facts that came under my own ob- 
servation. I ought to say further that I very rarely made any record 
or memorandum at the time of the occurrences, my object being to 
satisfy my own mind and not to get proof for use with others. I 
always made it a point to scrutinize the conditions attending any 
phenomena so far as I was able, and where I was not I considered 
the case of little value. 


There resides in Hartford a woman who practises “ Magnetic 
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Healing,” named A. E. Colt. We have employed her many times 
in our family for massage treatment during the past ten or twelve 
years, and have come to know her well, and to have great confi- 
dence in her honesty. She professes to be controlled by an Indian 
girl named Minnie, and sometimes by another named Nicowassa. 
Each of these controls has peculiarities of speech (imperfect and 
mispronounced English). But the language of one is at certain 
points totally unlike that of the other. I have had many sittings 
with her, and have watched carefully this matter of speech, and am 
able to state positively that I have never found either trespassing 
on: the other’s preserves of inaccuracies. And, further, I have 
never known in a single instance Miss Colt, when not in a trance 
and speaking in her own person, falling into the particular inaccur- 
acies of speech of either, and while she has some inaccuracies of 
her own | have never known her to intermingle them with the 
words of either control, at least in such a way as to make them 
noticeable. Also when speaking under control, she invariably alludes 
to herself as a third person, and never says “1” of herself. 

In the fall of 1887 (1 think Nov.) Rev. Jos. D. Hull, a college 
class-mate and life-long friend, was very ill at Boston. He had been 
there for five years under medical treatment, growing worse all the 
while, and had now reached the point where his physician said his 
death was a question of only a few days. He had formerly lived 
in Farmington, Conn., and his first wife was buried there, and he 
desired to be buried there. His immediate death was regarded as 
so certain that all arrangements were made for his burial, and his 
brother in Philadelphia, I at Hartford, and other friends in New 
York, were hourly expecting despatches informing us of his death. 
He had lived awhile in Hartford and Miss Colt had known him. 
At this time I had an accidental opportunity for a short sitting with 
her. I asked her guide (I forget which—I think, Minnie) if she 
remembered Mr. Hull. She said, “ Yes.” “ Well,” said I, “ What 
is his condition now?” She said he was very low. “ How long will 
he live?” I asked. The answer was, “He will be living nine 
months from now” or “ will live till nine months from now.” It 
did not necessarily imply his death then, but I took it to mean that 
he would probably die then. I said, “nine months? It is impossible, 
you must mean nine days.” “ No,” said she, “ nine moons.” “ Don’t 
you mean nine weeks?” “No, nine moons.” She added, “I see 
a moon, and a figure nine over it.” This seemed so strange that at 
once I made a record of the prediction, but informed no one but my 
wife. News soon came that Mr. Hull was more comfortable, but 
not otherwise gaining. He lingered on, however, to the astonish- 
ment of everyone, and finally seemed to gain strength a little, but 
suffered greatly and was impatient to die. The nine months ran 
into August, 1888. During that month I was in England and ex- 
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pected to hear of his death, but he lived on through August and was 
still living when I got back about the first of October. 

Soon after my return I had a sitting with Miss Colt, and said 
to her guide, “ Well my friend, Mr. Hull did not die in nine months 
after all.” She replied, “I did not say he would, but that he would 
lwe till then.’ “ Well,” said I, “ How long will he live?” She 
replied, “ He will not go over till after snow comes, and I think not 
till February.” He died on the 16th of February, 1889. 

A few days after his death I had a sitting with Miss Colt, and 
said to Minnie, “ Well, my friend, Mr. Hull lived till February. 
Can you tell me now how long he will live?” She replied, “ He 
won't live but a little longer.” I said, ‘“ Why, he is dead already. 
He died several days ago. Did you not know it?” “No,” said 
she, “I did not know it. I have not seen him here.” A few days 
later, at another sitting, she told me she had now seen him, and at 
a still later one she brought a very characteristic message of consid- 
erable length from him, which I cannot spend time upon here. 

The curious fact here was her ignorance of his death, when she 
had in each case before seemed to know his condition, and to be able 
to make predictions about him. 

In June, 1888, I made my arrangements to go to England for my 
summer vacation. Two ladies, one of them a cousin, decided to go 
with me, and finally two young gentlemen and two more ladies,— 
the whole party making seven, of whom I was the only one who had 
ever crossed the Atlantic, which I had done a dozen times. All 
were therefore dependent on me as a manager and guide. Our pas- 
sages were taken and all preparations made. I proposed to my 
wife to go with us. (She had before spent a year and a half in 
England and Europe.) She said that nothing would induce her to 
take the voyage for so short a stay, and it was treated as a settled 
thing that she would not think of going. About a month before we 
were to sail I had a sitting with Miss Colt, when Minnie said, “I 
see you and your wife crossing the ocean together.” (Not a word 
had been said about my going.) Said I, “ Oh, you are all wrong 
there. I may go, but my wife will not think of going.” “ Yes, she 
will,” she replied, “ She will change her mind at the last moment 
and go.” I took this to be a clear case of blundering, so much so, 
that I did not even speak of it to my wife. About three weeks before 
we were to sail my wife went away from home to be gone about two 
weeks. Ten days before the day for sailing I was taken suddenly 
with dysentery, and was threatened with a serious fit of it, with 
little hope of getting up in season to sail. My wife was telegraphed 
to hurry home and came at once. By good medical and home care 
I got better rapidly, but was still in poor condition for the voyage. 
We were to leave home on Friday and to sail on Saturday. On 
Wednesday morning my wife said, “I am going with you, you need 
my care.” I advised against it, but she was decided about it, and 
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sent immediately for a seamstress to help get her clothes in order, 
and by excessively hard pushing she got ready and went off with 
me on Friday and tgok the whole tour with me. She had not thought 
of going till she woke on Wednesday morning with the sudden re- 
solve to go. 

Mrs. Bigelow of Boston had told me in 1875 that my great- 
grandmother on my mother’s side was interesting herself in and 
watching over me. (Some spirit pretending to be her has repeat- 
edly come to me since through different mediums in different places. 
I mention this only in passing and cannot dwell upon it.) The same 
woman was also the great-grandmother of Wm. M. Evarts, Senator 
Hoar, Masstts., and Gov. Roger S. Baldwin of Connecticut. I was 
having a sitting with a medium in Providence about ten years ago, 
when she came to me (or the medium asserted that she was present). 
I asked the medium (who was in a semi-unconscious condition, not 
quite a complete trance), if the old lady was interesting herself in 
any other great-grandchildren whom I knew. I had before inad- 
vertently spoken of Mr. Evarts. The medium said, “ Yes.” I then 
asked for names. She at once said, “ Evarts”; then after long 
looking into vacancy she said she saw the letters, HO AR before 
her. I then asked for one more name. She said there was another 
name, but it was very obscure and she could not make it out. 
Finally she said it began with “ B” and that she counted seven let- 
ters in all, but she could not make out any of them except the first 
letter “B,” and gave up the attempt. If the medium had men- 
tioned all the names I should not have regarded the case as worth 
noticing, as the three names were not only in my mind, but were 
there in a predominating way. But it was curious that while the 
name “ Baldwin” was as clearly in my mind as the others, and 
finally became the one engrossing thought in my mind, the medium 
was not able so to read my thoughts as to get hold of it. I state 
the case for what it is worth. 

Last November (1889) I held a note of $5000.00 which fell 
due on a Tuesday of that month. The maker had assured me that 
it would be paid and I had made arrangements, which I could not 
easily change, for the use of the money. On the Thursday before 
the note fell due the maker wrote me from New York, where he 
lived, that he found he must renew for three months for $4000.00, 
paying now only $1000.00 and asking if 1 could accommodate him. 
The letter reached me on Sunday.* I wrote him by the Sunday* night 
mail that I would do so if he would send a check for the $1000.00 
by the Saturday evening mail, so that I could have it on Monday 
morning. Sunday evening Miss Colt, the medium I have before 
spoken of, was at my house and went into a trance there. I had 
not said a word to my wife about this note matter, nor of my ex- 


* Evidently misstated for Friday. 
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pectation of the $1000.00 on Monday. Miss Colt said, “ Your 
daughter Mary is here.” (A daughter aged 40, who died in 1886, 
and who has been to us many times, and in a convincing way.) 
And she says, “ Father, the letter that will come to you to-morrow 
will have nothing in it, but what you expect will come very soon.” 
Nobody in the room had any conception what it meant, but I told 
them that I understood it perfectly. 

The postman the next morning brought a letter from the gentle- 
man in New York, expressing a regret that he had not been able to 
get the money in season to send me a draft by that mail, but that 
he would certainly send it by the next day’s mail, and in fact he 
came up himself late Monday evening and brought me the $1000.00. 

About 1845, just as I was entering on my profession (law) I 
read with great interest a life of Sir Samuel Romilly, a great Eng- 
lish lawyer, who lived in the latter part of the last and the early 
part of this century. My whole life has been affected by the per- 
sonality of that man, and when I was in England in 1858 I sought 
out his son, Sir John Romilly, then master of the rolls, and had a 
long talk with him about his father. I never saw Sir John again, 
and did not suppose that he ever again thought of me. He died a 
few years later. About twelve years ago I was, with my wife, 
spending a few days at Rev. Dr. Edward Beecher’s in Brooklyn, 
N. Y. He and Mrs. B. were at that time much interested in look- 
ing into spiritualistic phenomena. Mrs. B. has since become a full 
believer in spiritualism. He cannot explain the facts he has ob- 
served by any other but the spiritualistic theory, but is repelled by 
the theological character of some of the communications. One even- 
ing Dr. and Mrs. B. and my wife and I went together to a very 
respectable lady living not far off, who was a medium, and in whose 
trustworthiness they seemed to have confidence. Various interest- 
ing things occurred, but I will notice only one incident. The medium 
addressed me and said (some spirit seeming to try to speak through 
her), “ Sir John, Sir John.” I could not imagine who it could be, 
till my wife (unfortunately for the completeness of the test) said, 
“Don’t you know friend Romilly?” The name had not come into 
my mind till then. I then said, “Is it Sir John Romilly?” The 
medium at once reached out her hand to take mine, and seemed 
to answer at once to that name. I took the hand, shaking it rather 
formally than cordially, and said, “I am very happy to meet you, 
Sir John.” The medium then said (personating him), “I am happy 
to meet you, but I came specially to introduce to you my father, Sir 
Samuel.” He then (that is the medium) made motion as if intro- 
ducing somebody, and then the medium took my hand (now repre- 
senting Sir Samuel) and gave it a dignified shake, and said, “I am 
happy to meet you ” (or substantially that) and this was all that was 
done. Something else came along and took the attention of the 
medium. 
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INCIDENTS. 


The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under 
this head and no endorsement is implied, except that it is furnished by 


an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given unless with- 
held by his own request. 


COINCIDENTAL DREAM. 


The following incidents were sent to Dr. Worcester by the 
informant who confirms them and whom I met with Miss Dawson 
at Dr. Worcester’s house. The letter is not dated, but the post- 
mark is May Ist, 1915, and the date of the experience is noted 
by the one who had the dreams and wrote the account to Miss 
Simmons. It will be noticed that Miss Simmons confirms the 
incidents on April 19th, so the letter of Miss Dawson must 
have been written on April 19th, as the second dream took place 
on the night of April 18th, 1915.—Editor. 


Miss Dawson’s Account. 


I dreamed that I was in Cuba last Saturday night (April 17, 
1915) with Miss Simmons and her father. We went for a long 
ride and drew up before a group of thatched roof huts, where we 
were invited to dine. In some mysterious way (mysterious because 
it just came) I learned that the man who was our host was named 
Mooney. We all sat down at a long table, and there were so many 
hens and dogs trying to get onto the table that I couldn’t eat. Miss 
Simmons said: “ You should eat in spite of your not wanting to, 
for politeness’ sake,” but her father placed his arm around my shoul- 
ders and said: “ Don’t tease her Eva, for she isn’t to blame. Some 
time she will grow stronger, but we will just help her now.” 

When I told Miss Simmons my dream I laughingly said: “ Of 
all names, Mooney, I don’t believe there is such a name.” She 
said: “ But there is and my father and I have ridden there in Cuba 
to his house and eaten, even with the dogs and hens. 


Linwian T. Dawson. 
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This occurrence, except for Miss Dawson’s share, took place in 
Cuba in July, 1903, and is described accurately. 


Eva L. SIMMONS. 


April 19, 1915. 


The Second Dream. 


On Sunday night April 18th, I dreamed that Miss Simmons’ 
father came to me and talked of her (Miss Simmons’) graduation 
from High School. He said it took place in 1898, and that she was 
valedictorian and had written the class hymn. When I told Miss 
Simmons of the dream, she said: “ Yes, I did graduate from High 
School that year, and the rest is true, but I’ve forgotten the poem 
completely.” She had never talked to me of her school days at all 
and I didn’t even know until that night that she lived in South Wey- 
mouth at the time. On Tuesday, April 20th I sat idly playing with 
a pencil and paper and had been wishing I knew what the poem was, 
when my hand started to write frantically. I was awake but it 
seemed as if I was ina dream. The shutting of a door startled me 
and I stopped writing and looked down at the paper. There was a 
complete poem, rather hard to decipher, but it was there and my 
arm seemed lifeless as if some one had used it and exhausted it. 


LILIAN T. DAwson. 


Miss Simmons writes a special confirmation of this account 
and the automatic writing was not deciphered by her. This 
second dream must have been written on a later date since the 


automatic writing mentioned in the same account occurred on 
April 20th.—Editor. 


“True and accurate in every detail. I had forgotten entirely 
poem and motto, but they were given correctly. 


Eva L. SIMMONS. 
April 20, 1915. 
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PREMONITION. 


The following* incident came to my attention through the 
newspapers which repeated the circumstance immediately after 
the death of the person who had the dream. Fortunately we 
have her own account of it which I copy from her own magazine. 
It is taken from the January-February number of Zoe’s Maga- 
sine for 1914. The account is by Zoe Anderson Norris, a well- 
known young woman on the East Side in New York. It seems 
that in the previous July-August number of the same magazine 
she had asserted that the dead never come back, and apparently 
this dream which she narrates at least set her to thinking and 
apparently converted her to a large outlook in regard to the 
meaning of the cosmos. 


Narrative from Zoe’s Magazine. 


I am going to take a journey to the Undiscovered Country, 
very soon, if there is anything in dreams, and if you knew the 


dreams of my life, you would say there is. 

Do you remember how, in the July and August number, I said 
that the dead never come back? Well when you say such a thing 
positively, the Great Deity says to himself, “I’ll show her just how 
little she knows.” ‘That is what happened to me. 

But first, so that you may understand the dream, I must tell 
you of my family, how my father died, then one after another of 
them, two years apart, until five had died, and two years ago 
another. 

Now I will tell you of my dream. I was sitting alone one night 
long after I had published the audacious statement that the dead 
never come back, sat very lonely in the big chair under the lamp, 
pondering over the problem of life and wondering, as I often do, 
what was the use of it all anyhow, and then I went to bed and slept. 
Along toward dawn I had a dream. 

Again I sat alone, wondering, wondering. And then I thought 
there came swiftly down a long and dusky hall a little woman, a 
tiny little woman in black. As she came down the hall, the doors 
swung open and shut for her in a mysterious way, as if blown by 
winds. Finally she reached my bed and stood there. It was my 
mother, such a tiny little thing to have borne thirteen children. 
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She was hardly higher than the posts of my low bed as she stood 
there by me. In my dream I put up my arms and clasped them 
about her. I felt the soft slazy silk of her black dress. “ Am I the 
next,” I asked her, and she said, “ Yes.” I screamed, and she put 
up her small hand and said, “ Shhh! Shhh!” 

My scream awakened me. How glad I was that it was light, 
for tho I had put my arms around my little mother, I was afraid 
of her. Her presence was so strongly with me that I think her 
spirit still stood there by my bed, tho I couldn’t see it, because of 
the light. At any rate the first thought that came to me as I lay 
there in the dawn was that I didn’t care. 


Mrs. Norris died on February 13th, 1914, and her death was an- 
nounced in the papers on February 14th. Some of the notices re- 
ferred to the prediction which she made of her death. A personal 
friend, Mr. W. J. Lampton, on February 24th, 1914, published a 
memorial poem of her and referred to the prediction of her death 
as an incident which he had heard her mention personally. His 
letter appeared in the New York Times. A further corroboration 
of the prediction comes from Miss Tubby, assistant in the office 


of the Society for Psychical Research. The following is her 
statement. 


Aprit 16th, 1914. 


I knew personally the late Mrs. Zoe Anderson Norris, to whom 
the attached matter relates. Four years ago, at the time of the 
death of one of her sisters, she referred in my presence to the fact 
that she had had a premonition of it in her dreams. She referred 
then also to the character of her dreams, some of them at least 
being such as bore an import of coming trouble or death to her. 

In speaking of her daughter, she told me that there seemed to 
be a peculiarly close relation between her daughter and herself. If 
her daughter felt the need of her mother’s presence, she almost 
always felt it even at a distance. Once when the daughter was 
suffering in Chicago from some physical or mental anguish, in the 
night, Mrs. Norris, in New York City, was awakened by hearing 
her daughter speak her name twice clearly as tho calling upon her 
for aid. She wrote a letter and asked her daughter whether there 
had been any cause for her own feeling of uneasiness about her 
welfare and the reply came verifying the cry for help on that very 
night on which it was heard, and at the same hour, difference in 
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time being allowed for between Chicago and New York. Mrs. 
Norris said this was but one incident of many that went to show 
their close relation. 


GERTRUDE OGDEN TUBBY. 


The chief interest in this incident is the combination of ap- 
parition and premonition. Usually either the apparition or the 
premonition comes without the added complexity of another phe- 
nomenon. ‘This makes it more difficult to assign an explanation. 
When one incident alone occurs, such as the apparition or the 
premonition, it may possess no clue to the connections which 
suggest the cause. When they occur in combination, however, 
they at least show a unity in phenomena that purposes of classi- 
fication often separate. Each alone thus represents an incom- 
plete phenomenon, so that a frequent occurrence of the combina- 
tion would require us to seek the same explanation for appari- 
tions and premonitions. This peculiarity of incompleteness often 
shows itself in the subliminal messages of psychics. I have often 
marked it in the subliminal stages of Mrs. Chenoweth. She 
‘sees’? forms or “hears” messages, but has not the slightest 
conception of what the source of them is, unless she is familiar 
with the personality seen. Sometimes she finds the message and 
apparition so combined that the simplest inference explains them. 
The message is incomplete until its source is ascertained, but 
often that source is unknown. On the contrary, the opposite is 
quite often the fact. The source and the message come in the 
same process and the explanation becomes much simpler, as it 
involves the articulation of phenomena that are often separated 
for classification. 

If, in the case of Mrs. Norris, only the premonition had come 
in a dream which did not represent the apparition of her mother, 
some hasty speculators and would-be scientific adventurers would 
suppose that the subconscious, with its marvellous powers, had 
been able to perceive the condition of the organism and forecast 
its demise. But to find the dream associated with an apparition 
of her mother who was dead is to complicate subconscious ex- 
planations, especially if such phenomena occur in that particular 
form in large numbers. Hence the main interest in this instance 
is in the complication of explanations that would escape the most 
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apparent and simple one. If telepathy would explain the appari- 
tion it would not explain the premonition, and whatever will 
explain the premonition will also explain the apparition. The 
combination of wholly distinct explanations for each aspect of 
the phenomenon is exceedingly improbable.—Editor. 
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Handbook of the New Thought. By Horatio W. Dresser. G. P. 
Putnam’s Sons, New York, 1917. 


This is the fourteenth volume by Mr. Dresser on the general sub- 
ject of the influence of the mind on the body. It probably indicates 
the wide extent to which the belief of some causal relation between 
thought and bodily conditions exists. It is not a scientific treatise 
and can come under our attention only as an index of public feeling 
regarding the subject. It has but the most general interest for 
psychic researchers and that only because it is in the borderland to 
our work. It is most general in its discussions and relies on a sort 
of introspective and analytical method for its assertions. It deals 
largely in the abstractions of the sciences, especially those of psy- 
chology, and may be accusable of distorting the ideas to which it 
appeals. Whether such an accusation can be made out or is worth 
making may be doubted. Wherever Mr. Dresser has been read and 
appreciated the book will be read.—J. H. H. 


The Supernatural in Modern English Fiction. By Dororuy Scar- 
BOROUGH, Instructor in English in Extension, Columbia Univers- 
ity. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 1917. 


The primary interest of this work for psychic researchers is its 
probable inspiration from the work of psychic research. It is nota 
work for any scientific interest in the truth of the “ supernatural ”, 
but merely its influence as an idea in fiction. “ Ghosts” have long 
been a topic as interesting in literature as in common life, and prob- 
ably it is the half dread of the supernatural that keeps the matter 
alive. But however that may be, such works as the present one are 
good evidence of the vitality of the idea wholly aside from the claim 
to scientific reality of the thing itself. It is a good book, well written 
and with some considerable measure of scholarship. You will not 
get any evidence for the reality of the “ supernatural ”, which will 
not be tolerated until even academic centers are forced to make their 
peace with facts, but it does not harm to have it fully told to us that 
the idea is strong enough to influence extensively a large field of 
literature.—J. H. H. 
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